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[bookmark: _Toc240363874]PART 1 – PRELIMINARY
[bookmark: _Toc240363875]Title
(1) This Code of Practice is the Building and Works Code of Practice 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc240363876]Preamble
(1) This Code of Practice (Code) has been developed as a tool to manage the effects of building development within the municipal district, enhancing sustainable infrastructure and supporting the wellbeing of local communities and the environment.
The Code describes the minimum performance requirements and encourages responsible site management to reduce infrastructure damage and protect public amenity and safety.  
The Code applies to developments, including commercial, institutional, industrial and residential building and demolition activities.
Major types of infrastructure damage occurring within the municipal district include:
· Broken footpaths, kerbs and drainage pits.
· Road pavement damage (sealed and unsealed).
· Silt on roads and in drains.
· Dispersal of builder’s refuse.
· Pollution of downstream and receiving water bodies.

[bookmark: _Toc240363877]Objective
(1) The objective of the Code is to protect public assets and infrastructure during building works and to provide an environment where activities related to building sites and building work complement the safety and amenity of the community.


[bookmark: _Toc240363878]Relationship with the Community Local Law 2026
(1) This Code has been incorporated by reference into the Community Local Law 2026 (Local Law).

Clause 73 Building Works Code of Practice provides that:
A builder or person who carries out works on a building site must comply with all requirements in the Building and Works Code of Practice, being a document incorporated by reference and forming part of this Local Law.

Clause 78 Direction to Cease Building Works provides that:
(1)  An Authorised Officer may inspect a building site at any reasonable time and may direct any person found carrying out building works in contravention of this Local Law, the Building and Works Code of Practice, a Construction Management Plan or a permit issued under this Local Law, to cease carrying out the building works immediately or within any period the Authorised Officer considers reasonable.  
(2) A person to whom a direction is given under sub-clause 78(1) must comply with that direction.

[bookmark: _Toc240363879]Definitions
Any word defined in the Local Law has the same meaning in this Code. 

[bookmark: _Toc240363880]PART 2 – BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION SITE AMENITY
[bookmark: _Toc240363881][bookmark: _Toc211500175][bookmark: _Toc227920396][bookmark: _Hlk162900186][bookmark: _Hlk164079492][bookmark: _Toc108090702]Pedestrian and Traffic Hazards and Safety
(1)	A person who carries out works on a building site must ensure that building works do not cause detriment to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, or become unsafe.
Explanatory Note:
For the purposes of this Code, detriment to pedestrian or vehicular traffic includes but is not limited to:
(a) mud or debris on a road;
(b) materials referable to building works on a road;
(c) equipment referable to building works or other works on a road;
(d) excavation on or immediately adjacent to a road;
(e) building works on a road;
(f) damaged footpaths and nature strips; or
(g) any similar obstruction.

[bookmark: _Toc240363882]Site Identification
(1)	Prior to the commencement of any building works on a building site that requires a building permit under the Building Act 1993, the builder must erect and maintain in a conspicuous position accessible to the public and close to the main entrance to the building site identification which:
(a)	is at least 600 millimetres in width and 900 millimetres in height; 
(b)	is clearly visible and legible from the road;
(c)	contains the street address of the land, as described in Council’s property database; 
(d)	identifies the name, registration number (if applicable), telephone contact number and postal address of the builder; 
(e)	identifies the name, registration number and contact details of the relevant building surveyor, where a building surveyor has been appointed; and
(f)	identifies the building permit number and the date of issue of the permit.
(2)	The site identification described in sub-clause (1) must continue to be displayed and remain visible and legible for the duration of the building works.

[bookmark: _Toc211500176][bookmark: _Toc227920397][bookmark: _Toc240363883][bookmark: _Hlk164080485]Stormwater Protection – Including Silt, Mud and other Pollutants
[bookmark: _Hlk162901249]A person who carries out works on a building site must ensure that the building site is developed and managed to effectively minimise the risks of stormwater pollution, through the contamination of run-off by chemicals, sediments, animal waste or gross pollutants or other associated builder’s refuse. This includes, but is not limited to, adoption of measures to:
(a)	prevent mud, dirt, sand, soil or stones from being deposited on the abutting road and/or adjoining land or washed into the stormwater system by installing silt barriers; 
(b)	prevent building clean-up, wash down or other waste and builder’s refuse being discharged offsite or allowed to enter the stormwater system; 
(c)	ensure all vehicles delivering materials to the building site are prevented from depositing mud, sand, soil, or stones onto Council’s road network; 
(d)	ensure that any footpath adjacent to the building site or likely to be affected by the building works is kept clear of mud, dirt, stones and all loose debris at all times; and
(e)	ensure that the building site is managed and controlled in accordance with the principles of relevant best practice guidelines as issued from time to time by the Environmental Protection Authority, Melbourne Water, or any other relevant organisation that may come into operation. 
[bookmark: _Toc211500177][bookmark: _Toc227920398][bookmark: _Toc240363884][bookmark: _Hlk164080618]Dust
[bookmark: _Hlk162901405]A person who carries out works on a building site must take all reasonable steps to ensure that the building site is managed to effectively minimise the risk of detrimental effects to the health and amenity of nearby residents through reduced visibility, reduced air quality and the effects of deposition of dust generated from the building site.

Explanatory note:
This clause should be read in conjunction with guidance published by the Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA Victoria) relating to dust generation and control on construction sites.
Under the Environment Protection Act 2017 (Vic), all persons engaging in construction activities are subject to the General Environmental Duty (GED), which requires risks of harm to human health and the environment from pollution (including dust) to be eliminated or, where not reasonably practicable, reduced so far as reasonably practicable.

[bookmark: _Toc211500179][bookmark: _Toc227920399][bookmark: _Toc240363885]Site Fencing
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk162902328]A person who carries out building works on a building site must ensure that:
(a) all building works are undertaken entirely within the building site; and
(b) materials are not deposited, stored or stockpiled on any part of the road or Council land without the approval of Council.
(2) Prior to the commencement of any building works on a building site that requires a building permit under the Building Act 1993 and for the duration of the building works, the builder must ensure that the building site is provided with adequate hoarding or site fencing to the satisfaction of the Authorised Officer that:
(a) is not less than 1.8 metres in height;
(b) is structurally sound;
(c) is capable of preventing litter from being transported from the building site by wind;
(d) has each vehicular access opening to the building site located to correspond with the location of a permanent or approved temporary vehicle crossing for the building site, and is kept closed at all times when building works are not in progress; 
(e) when erected on the boundary of the building site’s property line, it does not protrude into or onto any land other than the building site; and
(f) may enclose more than one building site where the owner, occupier of land or builder is responsible for adjoining building sites.
(3) The requirement to provide hoarding or site fencing under this clause may be waived or varied in writing by Council or an Authorised Officer.

[bookmark: _Toc240363886]Tree Protection Zones
(1) A person who carries out building works on a building site must ensure that prior to the commencement of any works and then for the duration of those works, a tree protection zone is provided, with adequate temporary fencing around any tree within the adjacent Council land or road, including nature strips.
[bookmark: _Toc211500180][bookmark: _Toc227920400][bookmark: _Toc240363887]Containment and Removal of Waste
(1)	Prior to the commencement of any building works on a building site, and for the duration of the building works, the builder must:
(a)	provide a closed waste facility suitable for the disposal of builder’s waste which may become wind-blown;
(b)	place the waste facility on the building site and keep it in place (except for such periods as are necessary to empty the facility) for the duration of the building works;
(c)	not place a waste facility on any Council land or road without a permit;
(d)	ensure that all builder’s waste which requires containment is placed in the refuse facility;
(e)	keep the waste facility closed to prevent wind-blown litter refuse escaping from the waste facility; and
(f)	empty the waste facility whenever full and, if necessary, provide a replacement facility during the emptying process. 
(2)	The requirement to provide a waste facility may be waived at Council’s discretion.
(3)	On land on which building works have been carried out, the builder must remove and lawfully dispose of all builders’ waste within fourteen days of completion of the building works. 
(4)	The builder must not deposit any waste generated at the building site into a street litter bin or an approved waste bin designated for household waste material.

[bookmark: _Toc240363888]Sanitary Facilities
[bookmark: _Hlk162901963][bookmark: _Hlk162901758]An owner, occupier of land or builder must ensure that appropriate sanitary facilities are provided on a building site for the duration of the building works. 

[bookmark: _Toc227920401][bookmark: _Toc240363889][bookmark: _Hlk164080687]Hours of Building Work
(1) [bookmark: _Hlk162904054][bookmark: _Hlk162903801]A person must not, without a permit, carry out or cause or allow any works to be carried out on the building site other than between the hours of:
(a)	7am and 6pm Monday to Friday; 
(b)	9am and 3pm on Saturday for construction and demolition sites in a residential zone; 
(c)	7am and 3pm on Saturday for construction and demolition sites other than those located within a residential zone or on land used predominantly for residential purposes; and
(d)	not at any time on a Sunday or Public Holiday. 
(2) Subclause (1) does not apply where minor building work is being undertaken.

Explanatory note:
Construction times are aligned with the same time of noise nuisances as per the Environment Protection Act 2017.
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