Make a submission about the proposed 4-year Budget
Council met on 15 April 2026, to endorse the proposed 4-year Budget 2026-2030 for public exhibition. This year's total budget is $##### million and continues Council's focus on core services and infrastructure, while improving our services and innovating where possible.

Some of the highlights of the budget are:
· A capital works program in 2026-2027 of $91.5 million, to improve community infrastructure and maintain community assets
· Commencing construction of the $12.5 million Brunswick Early Years Hub
· Complete detailed design for the $60 million Coburg library and piazza, working towards construction commencing in mid-2028
· Improvement to parks, open space and streetscapes ($11.0 million)
· Roads and carparks renewal and maintenance ($10.6 million)
· Footpaths, bicycle paths and transport infrastructure ($5.8 million)

Ideas from our community
Council has allocated $400,000 towards 6 finalist initiatives that have been included in the proposed budget:
· Additional tree plantation across the municipality ($60,000)
· Cool playgrounds; safe kids - additional shade for our parks ($80,000)
· Building a risky playground alongside the playground upgrade at ATC Reserve, Glenroy ($145,000)
· Providing free band programs for youth ($5,000)
· Building five additional picnic tables at parks ($50,000)
· Providing free rehearsal, art production and group space subsidies ($60,000)

To share your feedback, please complete the form and drop it into the submission box or email to managementaccounting@merri-bek.vic.gov.au Alternatively, you can complete the form online at Conversations Merri-bek by scanning the QR code.
 [image: ]Submissions close on Tuesday 19 May 2026.  If you need support completing this form, please contact us on 03 9240 1111.
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1. What is the topic of your feedback?
	


1.   Please provide feedback Required
Tell us what you think about the proposed 4-year Budget
	Alternatively, you can attach your submission to this document.

	



1. 


1. Would you like to attend a Community Feedback Forum to talk for 3 minutes about your submission with Merri-bek Councillors? Required
Number of attendees is limited.
	Select one answer only

	☐  Yes, I would like to attend the online Forum on Tuesday 26 May 2026 (answer question 4)

	☐  Yes, I would like to attend the in-person Forum on Tuesday 26 May 2026 (answer question 4)

	☐  No, I do not wish to attend (skip to question 6)


1.   Do you have any accessibility needs to help you attend?
	Select one answer only

	☐  Yes (answer question 5)

	☐  No (skip to question 6)


1.   What accessibility needs do you have?
	Select one answer only

	☐  I will need an interpreter

	☐  I will need an Auslan interpreter

	☐  I need documents in large print

	☐  I need a support person

	☐  Other
	







1.   Are you providing feedback on behalf of a sporting organisation or community group? Required
	Select one answer only

	☐  Yes (answer question 7)

	☐  No (skip to question 8)


1. 
1. What is the name of your organisation or group?
	


1.   Your name Required
	


1.   Your email address Required
	


1.   Your phone number – you must complete this question if you are attending the forum on Tuesday 26 May online or in-person.
	


1.   What is your connection to Merri-bek?
	Select one answer only

	☐  Resident

	☐  Non-Resident Ratepayer

	☐  Business Owner

	☐  Worker

	☐  Visitor

	☐  Prefer not to say

	☐  Other


1.   Gender
	Select one answer only

	☐  Woman

	☐  Man

	☐  Gender diverse

	☐  Prefer not to say

	☐  Prefer to self-identify. I identify as:
	






Privacy Collection Notice

Merri-bek City Council respects your privacy. We follow the rules in the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2024 (Victoria). 
 
We need to collect your personal information so we can be sure we’re hearing from people directly affected by the project.  

We may also use your information to: 
· update your contact details 
· email you 
· help us give you information or services.  

We will not share your information with anyone else unless: 
· you say we can, or 
· the law says we have to.  

The information you give us will only be accessed by staff who are part of our Finance team and members of the Community Engagement team. 
 
We may summarise your submission in a report to Council. However, this report will not include any personal information about you.  
 
You can ask to see the information we have about you. You can also ask for changes if you think the information is wrong. To do this, contact our Privacy Officer. 

You can: 
· phone 9240 1111 to speak to someone in English  
· email privacyofficer@merri-bek.vic.gov.au. You can email in English or in your language.  

Our Privacy Officer can also speak to you about your privacy rights.   
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