


Draft Merri-bek Children, Young People and Families Strategy 2026–2029
Plain English Summary
1. Purpose and Vision
This strategy sets out how Council will support children, young people and families from birth through to young adulthood. It builds on the 2021–2025 plan and aims to ensure that all children and young people in Merri-bek have the best possible start in life.
Our vision is for Merri-bek to be a place where children, young people and families feel safe, valued and supported to be healthy, happy, learn and thrive.
2. Community Input
We developed this draft strategy using feedback from more than 1,400 people in the Merri-bek community, including children, young people, families and service providers.
Key themes from the feedback include:
· Strong support for parks, libraries and community spaces
· A high value placed on diversity, inclusion and community connection
· Concerns about mental health, cost of living and access to services
· Barriers experienced by migrant, refugee and other vulnerable groups
This feedback has directly shaped the priorities and actions in this draft strategy.
3. Guiding Principles
Partnerships and collaboration
Council will work with community organisations, services and families to deliver coordinated and effective support.
Equity and inclusion
We want to make services easier for everyone to access and reduce disadvantage, especially for priority groups such as:
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
· People with disability
· LGBTIQA+ communities
· Migrant and refugee families
Child and youth-centred
Children and young people’s voices, rights and experiences will guide decision-making.
Family-focused
Strong families are key to children’s wellbeing, so the strategy supports parents and carers as well as children.
4. Strategic Priorities
Priority 1: Health and wellbeing
We will support children, young people and families to be physically and mentally healthy, safe and supported.
Focus areas include:
· Access to affordable health and mental health services
· Safe homes and communities
· Opportunities for play and physical activity
· Meeting basic needs such as housing and food
This responds to community concerns about:
· Cost of living pressures
· Mental health challenges
· Safe and accessible public spaces
Priority 2: Connection and inclusion
We will support children, young people and families to feel connected, included and able to participate in their community.
Focus areas include:
· Inclusive community spaces and programs
· Opportunities to have a say in decisions
· Strong community networks and supports
This responds to concerns about:
· Discrimination and social isolation
· Barriers for migrant and refugee communities
· The need for more youth-focused spaces and activities
Priority 3: Learning and thriving
We will support children, young people and families to develop the skills and opportunities they need to succeed.
Focus areas include:
· Early childhood development and learning
· Skills for life and employment
· Support during key life transitions (such as school and work)
This responds to concerns about:
· Access to early learning services
· School engagement and transitions
· Employment pathways for young people
5. Implementation and Accountability
Council will deliver this strategy through Implementation Plans, starting with a two-year plan (2026–2027) that outlines specific actions across Council.
Progress will be tracked through:
· Performance indicators (what we deliver)
· Outcome indicators (the difference we make)
Council will report annually to ensure transparency and continuous improvement.




