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Consultation summary report

March 2024

Foletta Park off Garden Street/Glenlyon Road in Brunswick is a very small-sized reserve, currently
comprising of a play-space, trees, gravel paths and a small open lawn area. It has been determined
ready for a park upgrade according to Merri-bek City Council’'s Open Space and Playspace
strategies.

This report provides a summary of the HW Foletta Park consultation — Phase 1, Ideas Gathering.

1. Background

This report covers a summary of each consultation stage for the HW Foletta Park, park upgrade. This
phase is ‘ldeas Gathering’ to inform the concept design.

As mentioned on Conversations Merri-Bek webpage, the following elements of the reserve are not
negotiable as part of this upgrade:

e The upgrade will only cover the reserve and playspace area, not the surrounding areas (e.g.
roads, car parking, lighting, services etc) — excepting a new maintenance crossover.

e This park will remain a ‘Dog on-leash’ Park

e Large-sized play elements cannot be included (e.g. a flying fox, tower combination unit, etc)
owing to the lack sufficient space and proximity of neighbouring properties

e Unless trees are dead or in decline, they will not be removed as part of the works

e Existing fencing will remain, however, if any damages are present, they will be repaired

e All the works must fit into the available budget.

Council’'s Open Space Design and Development unit are conducting three consultation phases with the
local community for the HW Foletta Park upgrade, these being:

e |nitial consultation

Council have asked the local community what they would like to see included in the upgrade of this park.
This information can be used as inputs to developing the draft concept plan. This stage has now closed.

e Draft Concept Plan Consultation

Using results from the initial consultation, Council has developed a draft concept plan using the local
community’s initial input.

¢ Revised/Final Concept Plan Consultation

This revised concept plan reflects changes from the draft concept plan, incorporating the community’s
feedback where possible. After receiving feedback, a final concept plan will be produced including any
final changes to the design where possible. This will close the consultation process, prior to the team
proceeding to detailed design.



Consultation timings
Initial consultation: 4 September — 6 October 2023 (completed)
Draft concept plan consultation: 28 March — 19 April 2024 (underway)

Revised/final concept plan issued: late April 2024.

For both the initial and draft concept plan consultations, postcards are distributed to households within
0.4km of HW Foletta Park, advising residents that they can provide feedback using Council’'s website,
https://conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/hw-foletta-park . Posters are also to be displayed at the park
and provided to the adjacent kindergarten and day-care centres.

A similar poster approach will be undertaken for the revised/final concept plan. The final concept plan
will be displayed on the website along with posters at site. Thereafter the Open Space Design and
Development team can proceed to detailed design. We will advise when construction will be starting
and finishing once known.

2. Initial Consultation Feedback Findings

Council received 18 feedback responses to the initial consultation. 17 from the conversations website
and 1 from a direct email.

This feedback has been organised into the following categories (not in order):
e Laws, rubbish collection and dog problems

Several comments from respondents have noted the issue of unwanted dog activity such as digging,
dogs off leash and defecating in the play area. This is something we hope to address through the
design, reducing/removing the grassed area and clearer signage in and around the park.

e Gathering spaces and seating

Many people asked for additional seating throughout the park, especially in shaded areas and
suggested a gathering space and/or shelter to be provided for carers to sit and watch their children
play. We agree an improved gathering space area and shelter would greatly benefit users of this
reserve.

e Additional trees and garden beds (shade, buffer and biodiversity/interest)

Further shade trees were requested as well as garden beds to provide natural barriers adjacent
roads and neighbours. We are planning to install a number of garden beds to improve biodiversity
and provide interest along with some additional trees.

e Playspace upgrade (suggested items, nature play, materials)

Many respondents asked for different forms of play equipment. The majority flagged the need for the
play equipment to target the 3 — 10 year olds, owing to the numbers of children from the adjacent
kinder and nearby day-care facilities, with some elements for the 2 — 6 year olds in particular.

Will endeavour to source equipment that uses a mixture of materials with less focus on plastics
where possible and to provide a range of equipment that suits this range of ages.

The request for an ‘all abilities’ swing seat has resulted in the proposal for the 360° basket pendulum
swing with surfacing beneath to allow for wheelchair access. We have found that this swing
provides not only for wheelchair users, but babies, elderly and teenagers equally enjoy it in their own
way!

Monkey bars were also requested, and we will endeavour to include them within the main
combination play piece.



Several have asked for nature-based play (including logs/rocks and to encourage exploring) to be
included in addition to more traditional play equipment.

e Water play

Water play was requested. There is insufficient budget to include water play in this small reserve.
We can however include nature-based play using different and recycled materials to make the area

engaging.
e Sports related (ball games, fitness equipment)

A few people asked for some ball sports or fitness equipment. Currently ball sports are not permitted
in this reserve owing to the proximity of neighbouring properties.

It is also unlikely that there will be sufficient budget to allow for outdoor fitness equipment as well as
new play equipment.

e Gathering space and Shade sails (seating, shelter, shade sails)

Several asked for more seating and a shelter. We intend to include a shelter with picnic table
beneath along with strategically placed seats and platform benches throughout the park.

Many responses discussed the need for additional shade and in particular shade ‘sails’. We are
unable to provide shade sails in this reserve owing to budget constraints, however, we intend to
include shade as part of the play equipment where possible (in particular, the combination unit) and
to see if additional shade components can be incorporated as part of it. HW Foletta Park already has
many established trees offering shade (particularly on the north and western boundaries) and we are
planning to include additional shade trees as well.

Toilets

A few respondents asked for a toilet. We cannot include a toilet in this upgrade, mainly owing to
insufficient budget and lack of physical space.

Inclusion of public toilets in public open space are subject to Council’s public toilet policy and not
generally part of a small park upgrade. Where they are included, it is where there are insufficient
public toilets in the vicinity.

e Dogs in the park (off-leash / on-leash discussion)

Several individuals commented on the need to keep the playspace areas protected from dogs and to
deal with digging and defecation issues. We will look at ways to discourage dogs from being within
the playspace. To adhere to council policy, dogs must not be within 15m of a playspace and in HW
Foletta Park, must be always on a leash. We will be adding new signage to both entries to remind
park users that dogs must be on leash at all times in the park and cannot be within 15m of the
playspace.

HW Foletta Park will remain a dog on-leash park. For a list of dog off-leash parks in the municipality
you can view: https://merri-bek.vic.gov.au/exploring-merri-bek/parks-and-gardens/park-
amenities#autoAnchor?2

We will endeavour to address as many of these requirements as possible in the HW Foletta Park
Concept design.

3. Draft Concept Plan Consultation Feedback Findings

To be completed at the conclusion of Phase 2 of the Consultation on the Concept Plan.

4. Revised/final Concept Plan



A summary of the final concept plan will be provided here once this stage of consultation has been
reached.

5. Next Steps

The Open Space Design and Development will prepare the revised/final concept plan, using feedback
received from the draft and initial consultation stages. Once ready this plan will be displayed to the
community on posters at site and on council’s Conversations Merri-bek webpage. This completes
consultation and the team will then be proceeding to detailed design.

6. Further information

Any questions can be directed to Council’s Open Space Design & Development Unit via email
openspace@merri-bek.vic.gov.au or by phoning 9240 111.




7. Appendix

Below are all feedback received from the community for each stage of consultation for the Fisher Reserve and images of the posters and postcards issued.

8a Initial Consultation
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' We are upgrading a number of parks in 2023-
i 2024, including HW Foletta Park in Brunswick.
These projects are supported through our Open
Space Strategy.

We're updating a park near you!

Tell us what you would you like to see in the upgrade?

Stiamo migliorando un parco gioco
dei bambini vicino a te. Facci sapere h

cosa vorresti vedere. /N

What would you like to see
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included in this upgrade?
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Your ideas can help shape
our plans.

§ SREERARNE s RK.
QQ A ‘
conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/hw-foletta-park-brunswick
Merri-bek Language Link
Italiano ltalian 9280 1911 | Tiirkce Turkish 9280 1914 % Chinese (Simplified) 9280 0750 @ openspace@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
ENnvika Greek 9280 1912 Tiéng Viét Vietnamese 9280 1915 National Relay Service: e 9240 1111
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Figure 1: Postcards were issued to households within 0.4km of the reserve.



Below is feedback received for the HW Foletta Park:

Date Submitted Title Description
Oct 05, 2023, A Park For All My kids and | have enjoyed the park since they were little...they are big now. We think some exercise equipment
07:48 PM Ages would be a great way for all ages to enjoy the space together as a community. More greenery and seating would be

appreciated as well...

Oct 02, 2023,

Space for ball

My kids have loved coming to this park since they were babies, but it does seem to have gotten a bit run down over

09:51 PM games and the last few years. They would love to see some new play equipment - ideally still things for younger kids given the
upgraded play | proximity to the kinder/daycare, but maybe some climbing equipment for bigger kids too? They would also really love
equipment some space for ball games, they suggested a small soccer goal, or a basketball ring. A public toilet would also be

great! The main issue that we have found with the park is that people tend to use it as a dog park, despite signage
that asks dogs to be on leads. There is always a lot of dog poo, and holes from dogs digging. I’'m not sure how you
could prevent this, but perhaps with more play equipment and less open grass it would seem less like a dog park and
people might treat it as such?

Oct 02, 2023, More flora More flora and shade and sitting areas.

02:37 PM

Sep 30, 2023, Benches Plenty of benches around the perimeter of the park would allow residents to gather and relax while watching their

05:03 PM children use the equipment. Or those benches could provide places to sit and wait until a piece of exercise equipment

is available for use.

Sep 30, 2023, Drop Shot The Drop Shot Basketball Hoop lets kids hone their ball and reaction skills at the park. Created and designed for kids

04:41 PM Basketball ages 5 to adult.

Hoop

Sep 30, 2023, All ages and Chin-up bar, curved balance beam, a jump-touch measuring post, a drop-shot pole, parallel bars, and so on. There are

04:37 PM abilities so many pieces of equipment that can be of interest for older residents as well as toddlers and children.

Sep 30, 2023, All ages and The All Abilities swing seat is designed for children with special needs or disabilities.

04:29 PM abilities This swing has high back support and a seat belt harness. Perfect for inclusive play spaces.

Sep 30, 2023, All ages and Like previous posters, | think shade cloth would be great, and a water pump is a good idea. One of those all abilities

04:25 PM abilities swings might be good, too, or a round netted swing like the one at the playground on Barkly Street.

There are also simple options for adult fitness that could perhaps be included in the small space. I've attached a photo
of an example.




Sep 28, 2023,

More suitable

It would be great to have a water pump and sand pit area. Additionally a larger structure for kids if various ages to run

07:51 PM for more ages | around on. The existing one is great but has a very limited age suitability.
Sep 28, 2023, Neighbourly My family have been visiting the park since my kids went to the nearby Neighbourhood House as well as the kinder
04:29 PM across the road. The playground equipment long ago reached its use-by date. Old and boring. | think there's room to
put in a new playground (wood, adventure style). | also think there's room for an outdoor gym, the kind you see in
many council areas. Chin-up bars, dip bars, etc. It would be great if adults interested in staying fit and active had a
small space. Perhaps even a 1/2-court basketball court. Thanks.
Sep 15, 2023, Local View Inform and consult locals properly. This forum is not suitable for detailed or complex discussion.
11:07 AM Keep it simple. It is just a pocket park.
Sep 12, 2023, Third to Agree with below 2 requests for council to reverse their policy on shade cloths. The recent Gilpin Park playground
07:18 AM support shade | disaster is an example of the community lobbying for shade cloth and being completely ignored (just a few new native
requests trees planted which will not provide any shade cover even when they are 30 years old) - now we have a wonderful
below playground that is literally uninhabitable and empty in summer from about 10am - 4:30pm because you get

incinerated by the sun. | can’t believe in the skin cancer capital of the world this is even a discussion! Please install
shade cloth at this playground then urgently revisit all your recent “upgrades” like Gilpin Park and make them safe for
the kids. Thank you.

Sep 09, 2023,
08:45 PM

Improved park
at Brunswick

| agree. We have new look Gathering space area with large platform seat and backed seat on gravel paved area in it's
improved park was located in HW Foletta Park at Brunswick, plus some BBQ and picnic facilities, Timber carved

for each rocking units, new garden beds and additional trees, bushwalking, upgrade to playspace equipment, Bench seat,
location Picnic setting, Accessible drinking fountain, new fitness equipment, table tennis, play cricket, play football, play
soccer, play gridiron, play rugby league, play rugby union, new and existing playspace equipment, Platform seat,
Accessible playspace and its natural scenery to be retained, that would be a great new look park had been improved
for it's located in Brunswick from metropolitan Victoria as well.
Sep 07, 2023, Second the Totally agree with a previous poster who mentioned a shade cloth. | always wondered why there are so many great

08:04 AM

shade request!

parks in neighbouring city of Yarra (and indeed all over Australia!) with shade cloths and nowhere in Brunswick seems
to have them. Didn’t realise realise it was council policy. That is absolutely ridiculous. This should be a given and the
first thing in the list for any new park upgrade. In terms of new play spaces anything nature based is always a big hit,
water pump, logs, stuff to climb etc.




Sep 07, 2023,
06:12 AM

Install shade
cloth

I know council ignores and refuses requests to install shade cloth at playgrounds because it is ‘too hard to maintain’ /
‘we planted new trees please wait 25 years for them to grow’ but this is not acceptable. Other councils do it and in
fact have policies that they must install them to be SunSmart, yet our council is happy to let our kids bake in the sun
and almost all Brunswick playgrounds are unusable during summer day hours because of this. We don’t have large
leafy trees like other suburbs for shade - at BEST we have a few native trees that provide poor or limited shade.
Please stop this nonsensical policy of not installing shade cloth and correct this now by installing at all new
playgrounds and also retrofitting all playgrounds, now. It’s your duty of care to Brunswick’s kids. Thank you.

Sep 06, 2023,
09:30 PM

Much loved
park in need of
upgrade

This is our local park and my kids, as well as all of the children from the nearby kinders and daycares, will be so
excited to have new play equipment to enjoy.

Our kids love climbing, so climbing walls or a rope bridge would be a hit. | would also love to see stepping logs around
the park as they look lovely and improve balance and coordination. A see-saw would be a hit, and a (recycled) water
pump like Bulleke-Bek would be awesome for warmer weather.

The existing trees are quite lovely and provide adequate shade, but a small covered shelter would be useful for rainy
or very sunny weather.

It would also be brilliant to feature artwork (e.g. a sculpture or mosaic) and language ("Wominjeka") that references
the Traditional Wurundjeri Owners and we can use to teach our kids about First Nations history.

Agree with the previous submission about the issues with people not cleaning up after their dogs when they defecate.
It's extremely disrespectful to the kids who have the right to play freely. Dogs also dig massive holes, which I've seen a
number of children fall into. | do understand there's no easy solution for this, but it's such a shame. Hopefully the
upgrade will deter those dog owners.

We're so excited to see this in action!

Sep 06, 2023,
08:59 PM

Dog owner's
use of the park

Most dog owners seem to use the park as a place for their pets to defecate. This negatively impacts the amenity of
the park. Grass areas should be improved and made use of for kids play. Clear signage should indicate spaces for kids
to play vs dogs. Clear signage and dog bags should be provided to encourage dog owners to pick up after their pets.
The kid’s equipment, while a bit old, was suitable for the ages of kids using the nearby creche and kindy.




Email from Jeanette and Phillip Meighen (Neighbours to the park):

Hi Wendy,

Here are some thoughts on the upcoming works in Foletta Park. As you can see from our address we are the adjoining property and have lived here for 31
years, seeing quite a few changes to this pocket park. We are always happy to hear the sound of children using the park and appreciate the little patch of
greenery.

We think it would be appropriate for those in the close neighbourhood to be approached personally as we have to live with the long term consequences as
opposed to those who just use it when they have preschool children or those who just use it as a dog toilet.

A few dot points that come to mind.

Some policing of the current regulations regarding dogs. Nobody is happy with the uncleared excrement and owners rarely keep their dog on it's
lease.

Restoration of the "no ball games" sign. The previous sign didn’t seem to deterred little kid’s games but was some help when pointed out to bigger
people. Yes we have had broken windows in the past.

Shading of our property taken into account; windows and roof (ie site of future panels) kept clear all year.

No ‘art work’. We remove tagging on our adjoining fence and the one on the lane using our own and Council provided paint.

Maintain the health and form of the big (poplar?) tree. Branches fall regularly in wind.

These are just some off the cuff thoughts and we would be happy to discuss anything especially we see your proposal.

Regards,
Jeanette & Phillip Meighen
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8b Draft Concept Plan Consultation
e NG O Rl .
HW Foletta Park is getting a makeover! | We are upgrading the playspace and park infrastructure at

— o . HW Foletta Park in Brunswick. Stiamo migliorando un parco |
K : vicino a te. Facci sapere cosa ’

[ — TV
-2 We want to hear what you think We have used your intial feedback to develop a draft vorresti vedere.
' = : 7 ,

concept plan and would like your feedback on the design. VW
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Join the conversation!

Visit a drop in session
HW Foletta Park
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Tuesday 16 April, 1.30 - 4pm
Share your thoughts online ” =
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front of this card to have your say. 320 |
Feedback closes Friday 19 April. n A~ -

Merri-bek Language Link
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Figure 2: Postcards were issued to households within 0.4km of the park.

8c Draft Concept Plan Consultation Responses
Below is feedback received for HW Foletta Park during the Draft Concept Plan consultation:

8d Revised/final Concept Plan

Below shows the revised/final concept plan. This will also be displayed at the reserve and on Conversations Merri-bek webpage.

Figure 3: Final concept plan (TBC).
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