
7.1 SPORTSGROUNDS SURFACE STUDY 

Resolution 

That Council: 

1. Endorses the Draft Sportsgrounds Surface Policy (Attachment 1) for public 
exhibition from 11 August 2023 until 11 September 2023, with the following 
amendments: 
a) incorporate the allocated weekly hours and actual demand use of the 

synthetic field at John Fawkner College next to CB Smith Reserve jointly 
managed by the school and Council, before releasing the report for public 
exhibition.   

b) Apply the proposed policy to other sports surfaces including lawn bowls, 
tennis, hockey and other synthetic surfaces 

2. Notes the background research report “Merri-bek Sportsgrounds Surface 
Study” (Attachment 2) which has provided key evidence to inform the 
Sportsgrounds Surface Policy 

3. Conducts a trial of best-practice, natural turf management practices at a local 
sports ground in Merri-bek as part of an upcoming upgrade, which considers 
similar, successful trials of this approach, such as Middle Head Oval in NSW. 
The results of this trial, including preliminary results, to be presented back to 
Council before the August 2024 Council meeting.  

Carried 

 


